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red to remain at Muradabad, where he held a large' fief,
than to go to the court and share the insults offered to the
nobility by upstarts of low birth and disreputable
character. He too was sent for with a promise that after
the fall of Qutbu'1-Mulk, he would be exalted to the
Minister ship of die realm. He was received and escorted
to the court by Nawab Sa'adat Khan.
Nizamu'l-Mulk was a man of shrewd intelligence. It
did not take him long to form his independent judgm&it
upon the state of affairs in the capital. He wisely refrain-
ed from committing himself to any definite proposal or
opinion. He felt extremely disgusted at the levity of the
Emperor and his favourites. When Farrukhsiyar failed
to employ him for his designs, he estranged him still
further by confiscating all his estates in the neighbourhood
of Muradabad and bestowing them upon Muhammad
Murad (1'tiqad Khan).1 The obstinacy of the Emperor
alienated Nizamu'1-Mulk who found himself absolutely
unable to defer to men of the type of Ttiqad Khan.
Now, having failed to gain the goodwill of Sarbuiarid
Khan and Nizamu'1-Mulk the Emperor sent a pressing
invitation to Raja Ajit Singh of Jodhpur, his father-in-
law, who was then acting as Subedar of Ahmedabad, to
come to the capital for urgent consultation. After his
arrival at the court, he was raised to the hereditary title
of Maharaja. He was a close friend of Qutbu'1-Mulk.
He knew the Emperor too well to rely upon his promises
which were never meant to be kept. He, however,
succeeded in effecting a temporary reconciliation between
the Emperor and the Chief Minister.
Qutbu 1-Mulk tried to win over Nizamu'1-Mulk by
promising him the Government of Malwa, if he cared to
remain neutral in the struggle which he knew full well
would not be long in coming. Nizamu'1-Mulk was ex-
tremely dissatisfied with the treatment meted out to him
1 Irvine, vol. I, p. 352.
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